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in-arms ' between Russian and German armies. France
might come in with Russia, and Germany might be
attacked on two fronts. The English fleet would then be
of little help; or there might be a change of government
in England and the Houses of Parliament refuse to ratify
the alliance. Only a few weeks ago he had proclaimed
(as indeed he had often done before) that the German
army and the English fleet between them could dictate
to Europe, but now, when the project seemed possibly
realisable, he found a score of reasons against it. He
made the most of small points at issue between Germany
and England in China, and told King Edward that the
British Ministers were ' unmitigated noodles.' He did
all he could, through timidity, suspicion and fractiousness,
to barricade the road that might have led to the goal
which he desired.1

Two meetings took place this summer (1901) between

King Edward and the Emperor.    The first was at the

funeral of the Empress Frederick in the middle of August

when the Emperor, no doubt in order  to impress his

uncle,  ordered an immense military display.    At this

meeting there was no serious discussion of political topics,

but ten days later another took place at Wilhelmshohe

for that express purpose.    An indication of the mood

the Emperor was in may be gathered from a letter he

wrote to Billow just before, in which he said:   ' The

building of our great fleet must be expedited as quickly

as possible.    That will be a nice surprise for the English,

and perhaps it is also aimed at them. *    It was not therefore

much to be wondered at that the meeting was a complete

failure.    There was not a single point on which they

were at one:   it was as if their object was  to explore
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